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2009 ASCO/AACR WORKSHOP

Methods in Clinical Cancer Research

August 1-August 7, 2009 ( Vail Marriott Mountain Resort ( Vail, Colorado

July 2009
Dear Workshop Participant:

Welcome to the 2009 ASCO/AACR Workshop on Methods in Clinical Cancer Research. We are delighted to have you as a participant in this year’s program and are looking forward to working with you to develop your protocol and to guide you through a highly educational week. We are grateful for the hard work of the Program Committee in reviewing the applications and offering their ideas for the overall content of the Workshop. We have organized a very intensive training program, and the members of the faculty are here as resources to you. We hope that you will avail yourself of their in-depth experience and expertise in the field.  

Below you will find some important information for the week.

Contact Information While at the Workshop

The telephone number for the Vail Marriott Mountain Resort is (970) 476-4444. Friends, colleagues, and family members who may wish to reach you at the Workshop can leave a message by calling that number. We will also have a telephone and fax machine available to all participants in our office located in Timberline Suite #4. The Workshop office number is (970) 477-5630 and the fax number is (970) 477-5632. 
Name Badge

When you register on-site, you will receive a name badge. Please wear your name badge at all Workshop sessions and functions. You will need your badge for meal functions and for picking up your box lunch. Your badge identifies you as a participant in the Workshop and will help the faculty and your colleagues get to know you.

Syllabus

The syllabus will be contained on a USB drive and will contain relevant course materials for the Workshop, divided by day. You will find lecture-related materials and protocol development materials to assist you throughout the Workshop.  You may access this material in advance of the Workshop beginning on July 27 at www.vailworkshop.org/intranet.htm.  Any changes or updates will be posted on the intranet site and can be downloaded onto your pen drive or printed out. A list of participants (faculty, junior faculty, clinical fellows, and corporate participants), and brief faculty biographies will be included in your small softcover binder which you will receive on-site. Please check your listing and notify the Workshop office staff of any changes to your contact information.  

Sign Ups for Sessions

To maximize discussion and interaction on certain topics that may be of interest to only a subset of students, the Course Directors have organized a series of small group discussion sessions on Monday afternoon and Wednesday afternoon. Attendance is limited to the first 35 students who sign up. Please sign up for the Monday sessions on Sunday in the registration area. Sign-up sheets for Wednesday will be available on Tuesday at the registration desk.

On Sunday, Tuesday, and Wednesday afternoons, the faculty will offer “Office Hours” - an informal opportunity for a 15-minute “appointment” with individual members of the faculty to discuss your protocol or any other issues. Please sign up for these appointments at the registration desk beginning on Saturday and please honor any appointments you have made. The faculty will be stationed at round tables in the Grand Foyer or in Salons E-F.  

Protocol Development Discussion Group Assignments
The most important aspect of your Vail Workshop experience will be the time you spend in your Protocol Development Discussion Groups on each day of the Workshop.  We are attaching the list of Protocol Development Discussion Groups which indicates the group to which you have been assigned.  Also attached are the draft protocol concept ideas that were submitted by each of the students in the group to which you have been assigned.  Reviewing this material in advance may be helpful for the first meeting of your Protocol Development Discussion Group on Saturday evening.  Some of you may also receive a call or e-mail in advance of the Workshop from one of the faculty mentors in your Protocol Development Discussion to discuss your concept.

Workshop Mailboxes
At the Workshop, each member of the faculty and each student is provided with a mailbox.  This is the principal way of communicating in writing with your faculty mentors and this is where you should turn in your written assignments when they are due. In lieu of the mailboxes, some faculty members may ask you to e-mail your drafts to them instead. The due dates and times for assignments are listed in the Daily Program Schedule.

Workshop Evaluation

Please complete an evaluation form (found in the brown envelope inserted into your syllabus binder that you will receive on-site) in pencil after each day’s session and retain it for submission on the last day of the Workshop.  You will also have an overall Course Evaluation Sheet, which should also be turned in on the last day. This evaluation information is required for our compliance with the terms of the grant for this Workshop, and it will also help us to continue to improve the course in the future. Your carefully considered responses will be greatly appreciated.

CME Credit Not Available
Continuing Medical Education credit is not available for Workshop attendance.

Resources

You are strongly urged to bring your own laptop computer for convenience, especially since the main syllabus materials are now only provided on a USB drive. However, there is a fully equipped Resource Room (24 PC’s, 1 Mac, 4 printers, and a heavy-duty copy machine), which is located in the Blue Sky room. Wireless Internet access will also be available at some places in the hotel, and, for an extra charge, in the sleeping rooms. The computers and other resources will be available for the use of students and faculty. In addition, there will be a small library of hard bound reference texts located in the Game Creek room adjacent to the Resource Room. The list of titles can be found on your electronic syllabus. The Resource Room will be open and staffed from 7:00 a.m. until midnight daily. Outside of those hours, you will need to use your own laptop. There are few outlets available in the lecture hall so you are advised to fully charge your laptop the night before you wish to use it in the hall. 

Each participant will have a separate account on the local server and will have an individual e-mail account. Some additional information is attached. Your e-mail account address is: firstname.lastname@vailworkshop.org. Firstname and Lastname are different for each participant. Additionally, you will have an account on the server.  Your user ID will be: firstname.lastname; your initial password will be: firstname. You are requested to change your password at the first login.

Group Meals
Group dinners will be provided on Saturday, Sunday and Thursday nights. The group breakfasts and lunches during the Workshop are furnished only to those students in the course who are wearing a badge. For an extra charge, students may bring family and guests to the Sunday and Thursday group dinners organized as part of the Workshop. The Sunday and Thursday dinners require tickets for family or guests which can be secured in the Workshop Office in Timberline Suite #4. For the opening Saturday night BBQ, we ask that guests not be invited because of the assigned seating for that dinner. Extra tickets for the Sunday night dinner and Thursday night banquet are $75 for adults and $25 for children (ages 6-13), and must be purchased 24 hours in advance of the event. For the Saturday and Sunday night dinners, you will be given two drink tickets for each meal (don’t lose them!) and additional beverages may be purchased with cash. For your convenience, some lunches are box lunches, which may be picked up during break periods and taken with you to the Protocol Development Sessions. You are responsible for your own meals on evenings (Monday – Wednesday) when there are no scheduled events. 

Recreational Activities

Vail has a wide range of summer outdoor activities which you may wish to explore if you have free time. The Resort Front Desk has information on the many activities that you and your family may find interesting.

General Tips

We also attach some general tips and advice from former Vail Workshop students that may prove helpful to you during the course. Remember also that Vail is located about 8,000 feet above sea level and some people find that adjusting to the high altitude takes some time. Some high altitude tips can be found at http://www.aacr.org/Uploads/DocumentRepository/Edu_mtgs_Wrkshops/high_altitude_tips.pdf
Reimbursement

All students, including Junior Faculty participants in the course, are entitled to reimbursements as previously noted. The reimbursement policy provides that Clinical Fellows receive their reimbursement in the form of in-kind provision of shared hotel accommodations and travel paid for by the Workshop. Junior Faculty participants each receive a stipend check in the amount of $599 to help defray the costs of travel and lodging. Stipend checks for Junior Faculty will be issued on-site and will be available upon submission of their final protocol on Thursday afternoon. 

We are delighted that you are participating in this Workshop, which we are confident will be an excellent educational experience and will enhance your careers as clinical investigators. If there is anything we can do to assist you to make this Workshop a more rewarding experience, please let us know. We look forward to working with you to develop an excellent protocol, and to help you get the most out of this course.

With best wishes,

S. Gail Eckhardt, M.D. 
Louis M. Weiner, M.D.
Elizabeth Garrett-Mayer, Ph.D.


Course Director
Course Director
Course Director

Enclosures:

· Protocol Development Group Assignment List

· Protocol Concept Sheets for your group

· Computer Resources

· Student Tip Sheet
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