Vail Methods Workshop

Frequently Asked Questions

1. What advance preparation am I expected to do before going to the Workshop?

• Bring a brief but well thought-out description of your protocol idea. Be able to clearly and succinctly describe, in a few sentences, the content and scientific rationale for your study.

• Know your drug(s) (or other intervention) well and why you propose to study them in the manner proposed. Bring or have easy access to background information on your drug(s) or intervention, e.g., papers, Investigator’s Brochures, etc.

• Do a background literature review.

• Bring a draft of background materials for the protocol. This often does not change much, and will allow you to focus on design and other technical aspects of the protocol.
• DO NOT COME with a nearly completely written protocol as it will change and will limit your flexibility and learning experience.

• Bring or know where to obtain your institution’s informed consent template.

2. Should I bring my laptop computer with me?

• Seriously consider bringing your own laptop computer so you can work in your room or outside the computer room or set up in the computer room as an extra print station. Now that the syllabus is on a pen drive, you must have a computer to access it.

• There is a computer resource room with 24 PCs, 1 Mac, and 4 printers – it is open and  staffed from 7:00 a.m. to midnight but is not accessible after midnight.
3. How can people reach me at the Workshop?

• Those who wish to reach you can call and leave a message at the Resort front desk at (970) 476-4444.

• People can also reach you through the Workshop office in Timberline Suite #4 at (970) 477-5630 or by fax at (970) 477-5632.
• You will also have an e-mail address at the Workshop at this address: firstname.lastname@vailworkshop.org.

4. What clothes should I pack?

• Temperatures are usually in the 70s with occasional afternoon thundershowers, cooling down to the high 50s at night.

• Attire for the Workshop sessions is casual. Attire for the final dinner banquet is closer to business casual.

5. What if I miss the last free shuttle from Denver airport to Vail?

• Call the Workshop office (970-477-5630) to let us know you will be late.
• Go to the Colorado Mountain Express booth near the baggage claim area to arrange for the next available shuttle to Vail. You will be responsible for this expense (approximately $87 excluding tip).

6. What if I miss the mandatory pretest on Saturday afternoon at 4:00 p.m.?
• When you arrive in Vail, check with the staff about rescheduling taking the pretest – you can probably arrange to take it the next morning over breakfast.  

7. Will I be sent my course materials (syllabus) in advance?
• All written course materials (including presenter’s slides, outlines, references, and background articles) will be included on an electronic syllabus on a pen or flash drive, not in a bulky binder. 

• You will receive your pen drive syllabus when you arrive at registration on Saturday afternoon, August 1.

• All the materials on the electronic syllabus will be accessible in advance of the Workshop beginning on July 27 at www.vailworkshop.org/intranet.htm.  Any changes or updates will be posted on the intranet site and can be downloaded onto your pen drive or printed out.

8. Is there in-room Internet access in the hotel?
• Wireless Internet access will be available at some places in the hotel, and, for an extra charge, in the sleeping rooms. The computer resource room computers and other resources will be available for the use of students and faculty.

9. Is it true that there are written assignments I must turn in during the Workshop?

• Be aware that you are required to prepare and turn in detailed written assignments under

tight deadlines at least FOUR times during the Workshop, including at the end.

10. How much “free time” will I have during the Workshop?
• Carefully examine the daily program schedule that you receive in advance to avoid being surprised at the tight programming (and lack of free time) on each day.

• Because various written assignments are due under tight deadlines, you may find that what “free time” you have will be devoted to completing the writing assignments on time.

• The “town center” of Vail is within walking distance, as are some nearby mountain trails and a river walk, so you may find time for some recreational activities. The hotel has an outdoor and indoor pool and a small workout room with limited equipment. Bike rentals are available on site. 

11. May I bring my family with me?
• Families are welcome although you will have very limited “free time” to spend with them.

• Group meals (all breakfasts and lunches) are provided only for the students, not their families.

• Group dinners (Sunday and Thursday) are open to families upon advance purchase of tickets ($75/$35) for family members. 

12. What if I need to depart the Workshop early?

• Departures before Thursday are not permitted except for emergencies. If you must depart before Thursday, we ask that you give up your place in the Workshop to someone on the waiting list.

• Departures on Thursday afternoon or evening are discouraged but will be sparingly allowed so long as you have taken the posttest and turned in your final protocol and evaluation forms. Please advise the staff in advance of your plans. 

13. How/when will I get reimbursed for my expenses?
• Clinical Fellows receive their reimbursement in the form of in-kind provision of hotel accommodations and travel paid for by the Workshop. 

• Junior Faculty participants each receive a stipend check in the amount of $599 to help defray the costs of travel and lodging. Stipend checks will be issued on-site and will be available upon submission of the final protocol on Thursday afternoon.
14. Whom do I contact if I have any other questions or problems?

• Please contact Mark Mendenhall, Sr. Program Administrator, with any questions you may have. He can be reached at (267) 646-0660 or at mark.mendenhall@aacr.org.
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